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s R.0NASsIS and his whaling fect havevmmade. world
M news. There is-something fascinating about @ private
individual who battles against sovereign nationg!igr distant
seais. OAr Onassis, moreover, has managed to lihgslicate a
shiibar of countries in his veaturc and :the résultng situas
thenis san iatesnationals lawyer’s nightmaee: | AprAtgentine
dtigen, of Greek origimsresident in Franceyantwhede ships
fiyror Pangmanian  flag aied carryl Gerfnan-trews andiBritish
mnrance, has beawvattacked ht sea by ReruowhieHiis sup-
“bormdzbyi Fcuador #d: Chile. ndi the 1itddi Perisgmport of
Bayla, 1ive: captired © ships; saneludihy bthknlfactory+ship
MloWic Challengewivicre heldilbist. week wadgeibherguns of
difee Hestrayers.  Members of ¢l GermaliahdbRanamanian
- lgations’ in Perustried to geseon Jopard:- 4 Ropresantatives
ghiskloyd’s> apparently succeeskeditni (It it ghidobiliat - the
saizure of Mr Ondssis’s shipsHis césting: Lsndoanander-
ifitars some £11,000 a day.). ¥ff Ranama,ithdcdemaining
witdships of the Onassis fleet are waiting farieedurs. ¥ the
Inter-American conference at Rio and in thewbetidors of the
Wasited Nations, legal consultants are prepadifgifsr a major
tmernational contfoversy. = =iy ditw
CPYRGHT brBut despite thexomic-opera atmosphere, tHere ‘ate scrious
aspects to Mr Onassis’s latest adventure. It is not yet clear
whether the Onassis fleet ever approached within 200 miles
of the Peruvian cbast. But even if it did, this would merely
nave mcant challenging one of the most absurd claims eve¥
put {orward in internariomal Inv. By placing the Himit of

Gesritorial waters 200 miles off their cpasts, Peru, Ecuador
and Chile arc sealing off more thapthmillion square miles
of open sca. Britain has, on some previous occasions, been
prepared to challenge the claims of any country to more
than three miles of territorial water. Will it gecept the
prepostgrpus. idea of a vast arca of foxx;lg)ipdg;}ﬁgg‘,gigmn the
wheie western flank of South Am&riEa dy sonid.d -
+;The United Kjpgdom’s interegt, in this affaiz is 2 double
one; it must comcern itself, with the, losses arbitrarily
inflicted on Longon undexwriters as.wellgas with the broad
principles of the freedom of the:sgasy(n the* bad old days ”
of Palmerston and Don Pacifico, »gi_Bgi‘tggh‘sgqa_dgon would
doubtless have appgarcd off Payta Quietgr representations
are in vogue nowadays. This country’s relations. with Peru
have been gopd in recent years, and trade between the two
has developed to the profit of both. In that light,jt.is surcly
1c be hoped that Peru will review its stand and, accept the
principle that freedom of the open scas is 1o everybody’s -
advantage.
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